Fire disaster in Gothenburg 1998--surgical treatment of burns.
A tragic in-door fire disaster took place on 29 October 1998 at a discotheque in Gothenburg, Sweden. Nearly 400 youths attending a Halloween party were inside the building when the fire started, killing 61 people and injuring another 213 persons. A total of 154 youths were admitted to hospital care. Twenty-three patients requiring primary reconstructive burn surgery were followed and their records from the different burn units were examined. Total body surface area (TBSA), burn depth, surgical treatment, hospital stay, and complications were studied. In contrast to what is normally encountered in burn patients, well circumscribed predominantly full-thickness burns covering 1-40% TBSA were observed while partial-thickness burns only comprised 1-7% TBSA. Exposed bone was seen in 10 out of 23 patients. Escharotomies were performed in 11 patients, in six of whom that fasciotomies had to be performed. Primary excisions and skin grafting were performed in 22 patients. Five patients acquired amputations. Eight patients required local flaps and two had free flap coverage. Thoracic surgery was performed in one patient due to endocarditis. Severe infections occurred in eight patients. Hospital stay varied between 21 and 164 days.